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SCHOOLS — COCKBURN ELECTORATE 
Grievance 

MR D.A.E. SCAIFE (Cockburn) [9.54 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Education and Training represented 
by the parliamentary secretary. I thank the parliamentary secretary for taking my grievance. As I made clear in my 
first speech, public education is close to my heart. I am a product of public schools and I am determined to see 
every young person in my electorate of Cockburn offered an excellent public education. Cockburn already boasts 
some of the best public schools in the state, and this was on show when I hosted the Minister for Education and 
Training at a forum of school leaders and P&C representatives in my electorate last year. I want to thank the minister 
again for her attendance at that forum, for her engagement with Cockburn schools generally and also for her 
leadership of our education system during the challenging times of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
To demonstrate that Cockburn schools are already some of the best schools in the state, I want to note some of the 
highlights for Cockburn public schools over the last year, which include that Louise O’Donovan, the principal of 
Beeliar Primary School, was named the WA Primary Principal of the Year at last year’s WA Education Awards. 
I thank and acknowledge Louise for the great work she has done at Beeliar Primary School, especially in explicit 
instruction and taking a whole-of-school approach to the learning experience. Also, Jandakot Primary School, 
Coogee Primary School and South Lake Primary School received certificates of recognition for academic excellence 
from the Department of Education. I acknowledge and thank principals Margaret Gold, Paul Burke and Leigh Liley 
and all the teams at those schools for their great work. 
Lastly, but most impressively, Catherine Baron, the principal of Lakeland Senior High School, received the Women 
of Achievement Award from the Department of Education earlier this month. I want to thank Cathy for her care 
for and dedication to all the students at Lakeland Senior High School and especially those students facing additional 
challenges. I want to recognise Cathy’s creation of an Indigenous serviceperson garden named Kalyakoorl Ngoorndiny 
Boodjar at the school. 
I have just completed my back-to-school roadshow, during which I toured local schools to celebrate the wonderful 
work they are doing. From the innovation lab at Atwell Primary School to the additional speech pathology and 
school psychology services offered at South Lake Primary School, it is clear that my community has a lot to be proud 
of happening at our public schools. However, there is always more to do. We can always provide a better learning 
experience for students at our public schools. One thing that I identified early on as the member and indeed as the 
Labor candidate for Cockburn was the need to upgrade the facilities at Lakeland Senior High School. 
Lakeland Senior High School covers suburbs such as my suburb of Yangebup and Beeliar in my electorate. The 
school is more than 30 years old and, as a result, the buildings are starting to show their age. It is also part of a growing 
area. Suburbs such as Yangebup and Beeliar are seeing infill; bigger market garden properties have been subdivided 
over the years, so there is pressure on the school to keep pace with the growth in the community. That is why since 
being selected as the Labor candidate for Cockburn in 2020, I have been supporting plans for better and new 
facilities at Lakeland Senior High School, so today I come to Parliament, as part of my advocacy for those better 
facilities, to ask the parliamentary secretary to provide an update on the commitments that the McGowan government 
has made to Lakeland Senior High School and also the progress that has been made on delivering on those commitments. 
I have also been advocating on behalf of Harmony Primary School in Atwell. Harmony Primary School is one of 
only two schools in my electorate that does not have perimeter fencing and, unfortunately, there has been a number 
of incidents of vandalism over the past couple of years that have highlighted the need for a perimeter fence at the 
school. On top of that, early last year, I was approached by one of my constituents, Bronwyn Peters, whose son attends 
Harmony Primary School. Bronwyn’s son has autism and he is at risk of running out of supervised areas onto roads. 
Bronwyn came to me because she was understandably concerned that without a perimeter fence, her son may run 
onto nearby roads and get himself into strife. I made a personal commitment to Bronwyn that I would advocate on 
the issue of a perimeter fence at Harmony Primary School with the minister, and I have been doggedly doing so over 
the past year. 
During my consultations with the community on this issue, I also became aware that some Atwell residents were 
concerned that the fence around the school would block off access to a playground that is on school property but 
used by the community generally, so I have also been advocating to the minister for a perimeter fence to be built 
at Harmony Primary School but for it to be done in a way that will preserve community access to the playground. 
In fact, a plaque at the playground, which is signed off by Hon Dr Carmen Lawrence as the federal member for 
Fremantle, states that the playground is there for the use of the whole community. I have been seeking assurances 
that the playground will remain available for use by the entire community. Today I am asking the parliamentary 
secretary to provide an update on the construction of perimeter fencing at Harmony Primary School and any efforts 
that are being made to ensure that that playground remains available to the community while, at the same time, 
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a fence is erected to deter vandalism and keep students safe, students such as Bronwyn’s son. In doing so, I thank the 
Harmony Primary School P&C, Bronwyn Peters, Fleur Kellar and Jessica Stockwell for their advocacy on this issue. 
I thank the parliamentary secretary in advance for his acknowledgement of the amazing things and opportunities 
that are happening in Cockburn schools. Cockburn schools will always be my number one priority. As I said at the 
outset, I want to make sure that the best opportunities are available to every student at our public schools. I am 
proud to be delivering for the schools in my electorate and I promise to always be a champion for them. 
MR T.J. HEALY (Southern River — Parliamentary Secretary) [10.01 am]: I take the opportunity to thank the 
member for Cockburn for his fantastic grievance and ongoing support of schools within his electorate. I am very 
honoured to stand here today and respond on behalf of the Minister for Education and Training. 
As the member outlined in his grievance today, Cockburn is a fantastic place to receive an education. Schools in 
the area have been acknowledged through various awards for their teaching and academic excellence but we know 
that schools are about more than just good teachers and facilities; they also have active and engaged parents and 
community supporters, which, I understand, is the case with the schools in the member’s electorate. 
Students in Cockburn and around that area are certainly set up for success. The member outlined a number of projects 
underway at schools in his area and has asked me to expand upon them and provide further information, which 
I am very happy to do. As the member would be aware, during its first term, the McGowan government transformed 
200 primary school classrooms into science labs and provided equipment grants so that those schools could purchase 
resources to enhance science education. Thanks to that funding, students at Success, Yangebup and Harmony Primary 
Schools are all learning in new state-of-the-art science labs. Such was the success of this program in the government’s 
first term that at the last election, it committed to expand it to all Western Australian public schools. Schools are 
eligible for either a science equipment grant, an equipment grant or a new science lab. I am pleased to note that in 
the member’s electorate, a classroom at Coogee Primary School will be transformed into a science lab. Atwell, 
Beeliar, Jandakot and South Coogee Primary Schools have been paid $40 000 each to spend on science resources 
to meet the needs of their students. The primary school science program is a fantastic initiative and I am sure that 
it is inspiring many future doctors, geologists, chemists and biologists within the Cockburn community. 
Another great initiative of this government is the schools clean energy technology fund, which is available to public 
schools to fund a range of clean energy projects. I am pleased—I thank the member for Cockburn for his advocacy—
that in the first round, Atwell and Jandakot Primary Schools have been successful and will receive funding to 
install rooftop solar panels. This will allow those schools to save money on their power bills and give students the 
opportunity to learn hands-on about energy and sustainability in action. I note that Success Primary School was 
also part of the virtual power plant pilot program, which has seen community batteries installed at schools across 
the state to store excess energy produced in the local community for later use. It is a great example of how school 
sites can be hubs for the community. I am also happy to inform the member—I have discussed this with him—that 
Atwell College and Lakeland Senior High School will benefit from the government’s election commitment to 
employ 70 new career practitioners in public secondary schools. I used to be a career practitioner and I know their 
value. Lakeland Senior High School was the school at which I had my first paid teaching day as a teacher; indeed, 
I also did my teaching practice at Lakeland Senior High School. I also did about two months’ relief teaching at 
Atwell College. I know the importance of those roles at those schools. 
The member specifically asked for an update on the upgrade program at Lakeland Senior High School. I can advise 
the member that Lakeland Senior High School has two capital works projects currently under construction. The 
sum of $6.15 million has been allocated to project 1, which includes the refurbishment of the performing arts and 
sports hall, the demolition of the South Lake Leisure Centre pool area, reroofing of new change rooms in the sports 
hall, refurbishment of the existing music practise rooms and staff study areas, significant changes to the existing 
leisure centre music and dance facilities and provision of a new grassed skills area. Project 1 has been designed by 
Site Architecture Studio and has been awarded to Firm Constructions and should be completed in June 2022. 
The sum of $6.23 million has been allocated for project 2, which will include a new education support hub with 
four classrooms, a life skills classroom, a sensory room, a therapy room, staff studies and associated amenities, 
the refurbishment of two general classrooms on the main school site to support students with a disability and 
a new additional block with six classrooms and a staff study area for HASS curriculum, which, for those who are 
watching at home, is humanities and social sciences. These works will provide modern facilities for local students 
and support for students with a disability from within the school and around the area. Project 2 has been designed 
by Ferguson Architects and awarded to Byte Constructions and will be completed in January 2023. 
The other specific project of interest to the member is the fence at Harmony Primary School. The member has been 
a great advocate for the project and has worked with the school and the minister’s office to ensure that the design 
of the fence meets the needs of both the school and the community. I can advise the member that the design of the 
fence has been adjusted to ensure that the community can retain access to the playground near the school oval. Again, 
I thank the member for Cockburn for his advocacy in getting that done. As I understand, the playground was installed 
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for the use of everyone in the community so this is a good solution that will allow not only the school to remain 
secure, but also continued community use of that area. Construction of a fence will start at the end of this month 
and the department is anticipating that it will be completed in late April 2022. 
I conclude by thanking the member for Cockburn for his great advocacy on behalf of his schools and his grievance. 
 


	SCHOOLS — COCKBURN ELECTORATE
	Grievance


